The 5' end (Folmer or Barcode region) of cytochrome c oxidase 1 (CO1) has been proposed as the gene region of choice for a standardized animal DNA barcode (Hebert et al. 2003) . Concerns have been raised regarding the decision to utilize this particular mitochondrial gene region as a barcode. Nevertheless, widely divergent taxonomic groups have reported success using CO1 for both species identification and discovery. The utility of CO1 for barcoding amphibians was raised early on (Vences, et al. 2005) and concerns for this group were reported widely (Waugh 2007)-although some considered that the reporting of the concerns outstripped the data that had been analyzed at that point (Smith et al. 2008) . Indeed, our analysis of CO1 for a small group of Holarctic amphibians was neither more difficult to generate nor to analyze than for other groups where we have utilized the technique.
when not supported by data, does not contain sufficient weight to be considered as supporting prior assertions that amphibians are a problem group for the animal DNA barcode region of CO1.
Undoubtedly, and no differently to other taxa, there may be problems with CO1 as a single gene region DNA barcode for some groups of amphibians. However, Hawkins et al. data is neither complete nor specific enough to warrant the conclusion that it supports the lack of utility for the CO1 barcode locus for amphibians. Their sequences have only a restricted region of overlap with the barcode region-and even so an analysis of that overlap supports the affirmation of cryptic provisional species (Group D). I would argue that this is a success of the CO1 methodology. It appears that this is a case where amphibians have been presented as a problem group for CO1 DNA barcoding in advance of a thorough test of the proposition. A better test would include an analysis and presentation of specifically where and how the CO1 approach failed. I predict that the growing standard array of published CO1 primers and methodologies should allow more lab groups to systematically test of the utility of a CO1 DNA barcode for amphibians. 
